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AN APPLE FOR THE TEACHER
By Suedee Galle
UM News and Publications
MISSOULA—
Imagine yourself as a grade school student walking into class for the 
first day of school. Your teacher sits unmoving at the front of the class. 
Suddenly, the screen on your teacher glows and comes to life. "Good morning 
students. My name is Mr. Apple." Your teacher is a computer.
Instructors at the University of Montana don't think the above will 
become reality, but they do see computers as an integral part of future 
classrooms. For this reason, a microcomputer lab has been created at the 
University of Montana specifically to help future teachers learn how to use 
computers in the classroom.
The lab was built with the use of a grant approved by the Computer Users 
Committee, which allocates money from UM student computer fees. The lab was 
finished in December 1984 and two classes began to use it immediately. Seven 
classes used the lab spring quarter and 40-50 from five different departments 
will use it in the fall, according to Lee Von Kuster, chairman of the UM 
Department of Teacher Education.
The lab cost approximately $66,000, which includes 25 Apple 2E computers 
and over $10,000 worth of software. It is located in a remodeled classroom in 
the UM Liberal Arts Building.
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Classes are not usually held in the lab. Students use the facility to 
practice what they learn in class. "The lab gives future teachers the 
opportunity to experiment and do the playing they need to do," Johnny Lott, UM
professor of mathematics, said.
Current teachers throughout Montana will also have an opportunity to use 
the lab. The university is offering teachers and school administrators 13 
one—or two—week summer courses on theory and practice of using microcomputers 
in the classroom. The courses will run from June 17 through July 16.
Howard Reinhardt, dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, said the lab 
is important to the university because it makes the teacher-training program 
more attractive. "It gets us into the 20th century," he said.
The lab is important because most high schools in the state already have 
computers, and teachers need to know how to use them, Von Kuster said.
But Von Kuster, Reinhardt and Lott all say that the computers will never 
replace human teachers. "Have you ever been hugged by a computer?" asked Von 
Kuster. The computer should be used as a tool, much like an overhead 
projector, he said.
Reinhardt said computers will help teachers better educate students and 
relieve some of the drudgery of teaching— such as drilling French verbs. 
"Computers enable teachers to use time more creatively," he said.
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any subject. "The technology is there but in many cases the equipment isn't," 
he said.
No, computers will probably never hug students or replace teachers, but 
thanks to the new microcomputer lab at the University of Montana, more teachers 
and future teachers will have a chance to learn how to use computers to better 
educate their students.
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